[The development of the genital system in Ichthyocotylurus variegatus (Trematoda: Strigeidae)].
The development of Ichthyocotylurus variegatus from metacercariae to ovigerous adults in the natural definitive host (Larus ridibundus) was examined at 24 h intervals. The metacercariae develop to the adults through a somatic growth of hindbody; the gametogeny and vitellogenesis take 4-6 days. During the first day of development the pair of testes are separated from the genital anlage. The ovary differentiates one day later. Genital ducts are completely differentiated on 4th day after the beginning of spermatogenesis and cogenesis. The vitelline cells developed from 2nd to 5th day. They take an origin from the subtegumental cells of hindbody. The hind part of uterus in strigeoid adults is identical to the metraterm of other trematodes. The spermaduct along all its length works as a spermatic bladder.